
Tithing – Entrusted with the little to be Entrusted with A lot 

Luke 16:1-15 
 

 

Read Luke16:1-15 

 
One third of all the parables and one sixth of all the Gospels deals with money.  Why is that? 

 

Read vs. 1. Why does it say he “wasted” or “squandered” his possessions?  What do you think 

happened here?  Read 15:13.  What was the steward responsible for? 

 

Prov. 18:9 One who is slack in his work is brother to one who destroys. 

 

What does vs. 3 tell you about this guy? 

 

Debtor # 1 - 800 gallons of olive oil, the annual yield of about 150 olive trees 

Debtor # 2 - I 000 bushels of wheat, the amount recoverable in those days from about 100 acres of 

ground. His debt is also renegotiated--for 800 bushels 

 

Two kinds of debt situation; one where the person had witnesses sign there names, and the other 

where you signed it yourself.  Exact rendering here was a “writing of hand”. 

 

Is the boss an honest guy?  How would you know?  In the Old Testament, Jews were forbidden 

from charging interest from other Jews. Often times to get around this they would simply mark up 

their contracts to include the interest over and above what they actually lent. There is a possibility 

that the steward was simply marking this amount away but we can’t know for sure. 

 

# 1 – Called to Be Wise with our Possessions 

 
Read vs. 8-9.  Why would Jesus use this dishonest character as an example to us?  Is Jesus 

condoning this man’s actions?  Is He suggesting we act just like this man?  What is Jesus 

specifically commending this guy for? In verse 8, what is the first thing Jesus mentions, though 

negatively, that we as believers should be? 

the unjust judge in Luke 18: he didn't fear God and he didn't respect man, but Jesus saw in him a 

positive spiritual truth 

 

term "worldly wealth," or "mammon" in the KJV, which is used several times in our passage, refers 

not just to money but to all our possessions. 

 

Some interpret this as not that we are being asked as believers to be shrewd, but faithful, and that 

being shrewd is for the unsaved. But there are many words where this same Greek word is used 

positively for believers: 

 

Math 7:24 “…wise man built his house upon the rock.” 

Math. 10:16 “Be shrewd as serpents…” 

15 times in total, all praising this attribute   

 



 

# 2 – Called to Use our Temporary Possessions to Gain Permanent Relationships 
 

What should we be shrewd about?  In verse 9, what is Jesus recommending?  Who is He talking to 

in this passage?  What?  What are we being asked to do by Jesus? 

What does the term, “when it fails” mean?  What do we share in common with the dishonest 

steward?  Is there anything that you can take with you?  Why does He mention eternal dwellings 

here?  Who is it that is going to greet you there? 

 

When Jesus says we are not as shrewd as the people of this world, what does He mean?  How are 

they shrewd?  How does their future differ from ours? 

 

 

He had a grasp on what's temporary in life, and what's permanent; and he was willing to use the 

temporary things as an investment toward the everlasting things.  

 

 

As this dishonest manager was wise enough to use the resources at his disposal to build 

connections, so should you use the resources at your disposal to build connections. Use the 

resources God has given you – your time, your energy, and your money – to build community 

 

Jesus realized something a lot of us have never understood: money is not an end in itself, it is a tool. 

Phil. 4:17: "Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your 

account." 

 

It is also not the root of all evil.  I Tim. 6:10 (love of money) 
 

We can use money, which he calls "unrighteous mammon," to gain friends who are made righteous 

by faith.  
 

Remember the 4 guys in Luke that ripped off the roof for their friend? How they dared to do the 

unorthodox, and the costly, because of their love for this man, that they might bring him to Christ. 
 

G. Campbell Morgan tells of a very wealthy man in his church who prayed often, eloquently, and 

tenderly for the salvation of the heathen and for the missionaries at family worship. He was startled 

beyond measure one day when, as the prayer was over, his 10-year-old son said, "Dad, I like to hear 

you pray for the missionaries. But do you know what I was thinking? If I had your money I would 

answer half my prayers myself."  

 

Having breakfast with Rick Rinks and Mark.  Mark’s comment about his retirement. “My wife and 

I will surely live until 70 or 80 so we want to just enjoy our life now, travel, live, ….” 

 

# 3 – You will never be trusted with People’s Souls if you cannot be Trustworthy w/ your 

possessions 
 

Read vs. 10-13. Who is the “who” in verse 11 that gives you the true riches?  What is the faithful in 

a little mean?  What does the faithful in much refer to? 

 



Our church tithing situation 
Remember Malachi? Haggai? 

 


